HOW COULD A LOVING GOD SEND PEOPLE TO HELL?

When sharing the Word of God, the Good News of salvation through the sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross of Calvary, one may be questioned as to why there is even a “HELL,” and why God would send those whom He is supposed to love to that place of eternal torment.


It is a question that can make or break a good witness if it is not properly explained.


People want to know why a God who is supposed to love everyone with unsearchable love can allow such cruel treatment upon that which He is supposed to love so much?

Perhaps there is no one simple answer to this question, but there may be several suggestions as to why this is so.


The short answer to this puzzle is that, “God does not want to send anyone to hell.”  PERIOD!  Of course, when that answer is given, the next question is, “Why then, does He do it?”  That is where it begins to get complicated.


Where to start?  Let’s start with the fact that, “God is a righteous God.”

What does that mean?  Looking at that word, we find the word itself means “to have the character that leads one to always do that which is right.”


The Hebrew word has as its basic meaning, “right or straight.”  The basic meaning of the English word “righteous” is the same.


The Bible consistently describes God as “Righteous.”  Ezra 9:15 says, “O Lord, God of Israel, You are righteous.”  Psalm 116:5 says, “The Lord is gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion.”  Jeremiah 12:1 says, “You are always righteous, O LORD, when I bring a case before You.”  And Jesus said in His High Priestly prayer in John 17:25, “Righteous Father, though the world does not know You, I know You, and they know that you have sent Me.”


The Righteousness or Justice of God is that attribute that always leads Him to do what is right.  It is not to be limited, as it so often is in modern theological usage to His punitive justice. 


 Punitive Justice is only one aspect of His Righteousness. Other aspects of  His Righteousness can be seen in His bestowing upon the righteous the rewards due for their faithfulness, in His protecting and delivering His people from all their adversaries, and in keeping His promises to His people. (Scripture supports these aspects of His Righteousness.)


His Righteousness, related to His punitive judgment, is the aspect that we will be most interested in, in this session .

Let’s establish a ground rule here.  We know that in our wisdom and common sense, it is reasonable to hold that if someone breaks a law that is established and agreed to, to prescribe certain limits and parameters, defining right and acceptable conduct and wrong and unacceptable conduct, that whoever does not live within those limits and parameters will receive just and reasonable punishment for breaking those rules.    

In short, that says that if one breaks the law, he will receive due punishment commensurate with the crime.                               

We have seen and believe that God is the Creator of all, both human and material substance.  As the Creator, He has the inherent right to establish the rule for how this creation should conduct itself.         


God has established the rule that all should obey His commands,  Therefore, anyone who does not obey His commands effectually breaks His given law and is subject to due punishment commensurate with the breaking of His law.

This has nothing to do with God loving or not loving His creation. It has to do with whether one has or has not obeyed God’s law.  We must not mix apples and oranges.


The same is true with an impartial judge in civil matters.  If the judge is impartial, even if he is judging someone he personally loves, he is bound by law to pass judgment on the issue at stake without regards to his compassion, love or personal caring for the defendant.


It is a matter of violating the law or not violating the law, not whether the judge knows, loves or cares for someone.  


We must understand this distinction.  This is crucial to understanding why God allows people to go to hell even though He loves them dearly.


The same principle is exercised by God Himself. His judgment is based on whether someone has broken His law or not broken His law.  His divine wisdom will determine the rightness or wrongness of the defendant.  That judgment is independent of His love for His creation.

If we take Romans 3:23, as our starting point, then we have to believe that everyone has broken the law of God.  There we read from God’s Holy Word, “For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.”


If everyone has broken the law, then everyone is subject to the judgment of guilt.  The judgment against this guilt is “death,” For the Word also states that, “The wages of sin is death….” (Romans 6:23).

Now, having said that, we need to look at the Word of God to establish the understanding as to why this is so.


At the outset, we must understand that God in no way wants to send anyone to hell.  That is because He is a loving God. But as a RIGHTEOUS God, He must deal with that which is contrary to His character.


That is to say that disobedience to God’s commands, a violation of God’s holiness, is an infraction that must be judged as contrary to God’s standard of right and wrong by virtue of His RIGHTEOUSNESS, and is subject to His righteous judgment.


His righteous judgment says simply, “The wages of sin is death…” But the truth is, God does not want to send anyone to hell!


John 3:16, makes his unquestionably clear, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him SHOULD NOT PERISH, but have eternal life.”


The Apostle Peter wrote in II Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any TO PERISH, but for all to come to repentance.”

So, how do we solve this dilemma?  Let me share with you two verses of Scripture that give some insight as to why God will send some people, even though He still loves them, to hell.


In II Thessalonians 1:7-9, Paul wrote, “The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and those who do not obey the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  And these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and the glory of His power.”


In Romans 2:5-6, Paul wrote, “But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who will render to everyman according to his deeds.


If we believe the Word of God as God’s revelation of Himself, and H purpose for His creation, then we have to believe that God intended that there be goodness for everyone whom He has created.

That goodness is predicated on those of His creation conforming to His will for their lives.  Obedience to His Will  would bring that goodness. (And it still does).


But man chose not to be conformed to His will and thus ushered in the curse of sin upon all creation.  Having violated God’s righteousness by following selfish interests rather than God’s will, man brought (and brings) righteous judgment upon himself.


Again, we get back to the problem of man’s “free will.”  Sin was man’s choice.  Adam did not have to disobey God’s command not to eat of the Tree of Knowledge in the Garden of Eden.  He made the choice freely.


So man corrupted himself, and in the process brought upon himself the wrath or judgment of God.  That judgment is eternal death in hell.

Did God want this?  No! He would that NONE would perish, but that all should have eternal life with Him. But His Holy Righteousness demands retribution for those who would violate His Holy statutes.

So then, we ask the question, “Why would a loving God send people to hell?”

The answer is pretty simple when we view it in the context of all Scripture.  God does NOT send people to hell.  THEY send THEMSLEVES!


This is evidenced by Scripture itself.  Everywhere we turn in the Word of God, we find that God has made every effort to confront man with his dilemma of coming short of the glory of God, and then offers every possible incentive to enable man to turn from his disobedience to God’s will and accept God’s gracious offer of atonement through Grace so as to be forgiven of that disobedience and to be restored to a right relationship with Himself.

So the BOTTOM LINE is simply one of recognizing one’s dilemma, that is, being under the curse of sin and destined for eternal damnation for eternity in hell, OR, repenting of that disobedience and asking God to shed His Grace on that life to forgive, cleanse and restore it to a right relationship with Himself.

Folks, God is a God of love!  He will love even those who make it into hell.  But even as a God of love, He cannot violate His own righteousness to condone sin because it is an affront to His Holiness.


If you wind up in hell, don’t blame God!  Blame yourself, YOU made the choice. God merely carries out YOUR desires.


THIS is what needs to be made perfectly clear to the seeker, the contact, the one to whom you are witnessing.  God will do the rest.
